YOUNG PERSONS’ HOMELESSNESS PROTOCOL (YPHP) PROCEDURE GUIDE

Approaches to Catch 22 16 plus service teams/SUASC

If a young person under the age of 18 approaches a Catch22 (16plus) service Team first then the Duty Officer will:
· Establish immediately whether the young person is their responsibility. If they are, Catch22 16plus service Team will accommodate the young person using the resources available to the team. 

If the Catch 22 16 plus service Team do not have responsibilities toward the young person then: a referral will be made immediately to the Children’s Social Services’ Duty Team. 

If the Catch22 16plus service Team have responsibility for the young person but are unable to access suitable accommodation then they may request the assistance of the LHA. The LHA will provide any further advice required to enable Catch22 16plus service Team to access suitable accommodation.  Catch22 16plus service will meet the cost of such accommodation.

To do this the young person’s allocated social worker will:
· Complete the housing referral form in Appendix C;

· Fax this to the Housing Needs Team at the local housing authority along with:

· A copy of the information sharing consent form;

· A written request for assistance in accessing suitable accommodation for the young person;

· Details of the young person’s care plan and named social worker; and

· Recommendations as to the type and location of accommodation that would adequately meet the young persons' needs.


Approaches to Services for Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking Children (SUASC) 

If a young person under the age of 18 approaches SUASC first then the Duty Officer will:

· Establish immediately whether the young person is their responsibility. If they are an unaccompanied asylum seeking child or intend to seek asylum, SUASC will accommodate the young person using the resources available to the team. 

If the young person is not seeking asylum and therefore SUASC do not have responsibilities towards them then:

· A referral will be made immediately to the Children’s Social Services’ Duty Team using the child in need referral form in Appendix C.
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